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Directions: 

Today you will be taking the Ohio Grade 5 English Language Arts Practice
Assessment.

There are several important things to remember:

1. Read each question carefully. Think about what is being asked. Look 
carefully at graphs or diagrams because they will help you understand 
the question. Then, choose or write the answer you think is best in your 
Answer Document.

2. Use only a #2 pencil to answer questions on this test.

3. For questions with bubbled responses, choose the correct answer and then 
fill in the circle with the appropriate letter in your Answer Document. Make 
sure the number of the question in this Student Test Booklet matches the 
number in your Answer Document. If you change your answer, make sure 
you erase your old answer completely. Do not cross out or make any marks 
on the other choices.

4. For questions with response boxes, write your answer neatly, clearly and 
only in the space provided in your Answer Document. Any responses 
written in your Student Test Booklet will not be scored. Make sure the 
number of the question in this Student Test Booklet matches the number 
in your Answer Document.

5. If you do not know the answer to a question, skip it and go on to the 
next question. If you have time, go back to the questions you skipped 
and try to answer them before turning in your Student Test Booklet and 
Answer Document.

6. Check over your work when you are finished.
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A king is presented with three statues from a friend who is a king in a neighboring
region. The king must choose one of the statues and return the other two by
messenger.

The Three Statues

retold by Manorama Jafa
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1 One day a messenger from a neighboring kingdom arrived at the king’s court.
Bowing before the throne, he held up a beautiful silver box. “Your Majesty,” he
said, “my king sends compliments to your respected self. He also presents you
with this gift.”

. . .

2 This aroused everybody’s curiosity. The king examined each one again and
again but was unable to decide which one to select. All three statues had
similar carved eyes, ears, noses, hairstyles, hands, feet, fingers, and toes. They
were of the same height and seemed to have the same weight. 

3 “There must be some hidden difference that I am not able to see right away,”
the king thought. Turning to the messenger, he said, “I shall take some time to
decide. You may leave the statues here and come back tomorrow.”

4 . . . The king turned to the prime minister and asked, “Can you find any
difference among these statues?”

5 The prime minister examined them for a long time and was unable to find any
difference at all. The statues were passed on to other ministers and courtiers, 
but all were baffled.

6 “Is there no clever person in this court?” the king demanded. . . .

7 The king had a young son who had already proved himself to be wise and
clever beyond his years. Seeing the prince feeding the birds in the palace
garden, the king summoned him.

8 “There are three lovely statues in this box, my son! A friend sent them to me 
as a gift, but I am to choose one and return the others. See if you can find 
any difference among them,” the king said.

9 The prince opened the box and examined the statues with great curiosity. At
last he said, “Father, may I keep the statues for the night? Perhaps I shall find 
out something by tomorrow morning.”
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10 The king gave his consent, and the prince took the silver box . . . . He looked 
at the three statues for a long time. He made all the tests he could think of 
that would not harm the statues, but to no avail. . . .

11 Suddenly an idea came to him. He quickly filled a large bowl with water, 
then put the statues in it one after another. His face lit up as he watched 
small bubbles rise from the statues. The mystery was solved.

12 The prince . . . put the statues back into the box and hurried to the court.

13 Everyone’s eyes were on the prince as he entered. Eagerly the king asked,
“Prince, do you have something to say about the statues?”

14 “Yes, my lord!” answered the prince. “These statues have a message.”

15 Puzzled, the king motioned for the prince to continue.

16 “Some people listen to a thing with one ear and let it go out through the other.
Here is an example.” The prince picked up one of the statues and passed a
long slender needle through its ear. The end of the needle came out of the
other ear. The prince explained, “My lord, your friend wishes to convey that one
should not keep the company of such people.”

17 Now the prince picked up the second statue and passed a needle through its
ear. This time the end of the needle came out of the mouth.

18 “My lord, this statue is like people who listen to a thing and soon tell it to others.
The message is that no one should befriend such people, for they are very
unreliable.”

19 Everyone looked attentively when the prince picked up the third statue. He
passed a needle through the ear, but its end did not come out at all.

20 “My lord, this statue is like those people who listen to a thing but keep it to
themselves. The message is that such people are good friends and worthy
companions. Your friend has actually sent this statue to you as a gift.”

. . .

21 The messenger picked up the box with the two statues in it, bowed, and 
went away.
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1. How does the author use paragraph 3 to prepare the reader for the rest 
of the story?

A. by establishing the prince as wise and all-knowing

B. by showing the relationship between the king and his court

C. by setting up the conflict between the king and his neighbor

D. by foreshadowing the explanation of the mysterious statues
15772

22 The king walked up to the prince. “My son,” he said, “you solved the puzzle 
with your cleverness and hard work. Please accept this statue as a gift from 
your father.”

23 As the ministers and courtiers cheered heartily, the prince bowed and accepted
the gift.

Excerpt from “The Three Statues” by Manorama Jafa, from Highlights for Children. Copyright ©
2013 by Highlights for Children. Reprinted by permission of Highlights for Children via Copyright
Clearance Center.

645

Glossary
prime minister: the most senior member of an executive branch of
government, similar to a president

courtiers: people who are often in attendance at the court of a king or
other royal people

avail: advantage
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2. Read this sentence from the story.

The statues were passed on to the other ministers and courtiers, but all were
baffled. (paragraph 5)

What does the word baffled mean as it is used in this sentence?

A. confused

B. frustrated

C. easily tricked

D. easily angered
16409

3. How do paragraphs 3–6 contribute to the plot?

A. by introducing a different problem

B. by providing more details about the setting

C. by developing the king as a troubled character

D. by building the conflict around the mystery of the statues
15783
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4. Read this sentence from paragraph 16.

“‘My lord, your friend wishes to convey that one should not keep the company
of such people.’”

What does the word convey mean as it is used in this sentence?

A. agree

B. communicate

C. pretend

D. respond
15784
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5. This question has two parts. In the Answer Document, first, answer Part A. Then,
answer Part B.

Part A

How are the king and the prince different in the story?

A. The king is unable to solve the problem, but the prince keeps trying.

B. The king is powerful, but the prince gets no respect.

C. The king is easily angered, but the prince is calm and friendly.

D. The king is fascinated by the mystery, but the prince is troubled by it.

Part B

Which detail supports the answer in Part A?

A. The king summons ministers and courtiers, but the prince has no one to 
help him.

B. The king calls for help, but the prince spends all night solving the mystery.

C. The king looks at the statues with amusement, while the prince performs
scientific tests.

D. The king demands a clever courtier, while the prince patiently feeds the
birds in the garden.

15767
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7. In the Answer Document, complete the chart by selecting which phrases refer
to the prince and which ones refer to the king. Some phrases may refer to both.

15768

Prince

Curious about solving the mystery

Known for his cleverness

Asks for help from others

King Both

A B C

D E F

G H I

6. Which sentence describes a theme of the story?

A. Good things come in all shapes and sizes.

B. It is not always better to give than to receive.

C. The solution to a problem is not always easily seen.

D. After getting a gift you should always send a gift in return.
15782
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Passage 1: Should mountain bikes be allowed in wilderness areas?

by Michelle L. Price

1 More than 100 million acres of America’s most rugged landscapes designated
as wilderness are off limits to mountain bikers. But two senators want to change
that. They have introduced a new bill. It would allow bikers to join hikers and
horseback riders in those scenic, undisturbed areas.

. . .

2 The bill comes from U.S. Senators Mike Lee and Orrin Hatch. . . .

3 Lee said he’s a former mountain biker. The senator said his bill takes on what he
sees as an overreaching federal regulation. He believes that it confines locals.
Lee says there’s no evidence that mountain bike tires cause any more erosion
than hikers do.

4 At issue is a part of the Wilderness Act. It restricts the use of “mechanical
transport.” That refers to bikes, all-terrain vehicles and cars. . . .

5 The ban on “mechanical transport” doesn’t include wheelchairs. Those are
allowed as part of the Americans with Disabilities Act. Lee notes that skis, rock
climbing gear, [and] kayaks, which are also allowed, “arguably involve some
type of mechanical action.” They help people move about.

6 Mountain biking wasn’t a popular sport when the law was passed. That was in
1964. But conservationists say allowing the bicycles will alter the character of
those spaces. And, they say the bikes are tough on trails. That is according to
Alan Rowsome. He is with The Wilderness Society. It is a conservation group.

7 Rowsome said that only about 10 to 12 percent of all U.S. public lands are
protected under the Wilderness Act. He called it one of “the bedrock
environmental laws we have in this country.” It sets aside some areas as
untouchable.

8 . . . “If mountain bikers could start riding those trails, they would be in Seventh
Heaven,” said Ted Stroll. He is president of the Sustainable Trails Coalition. It is a
nonprofit. The coalition is working to overturn the ban.

. . .
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9 Some mountain bikers don’t want to upset longstanding political alliances with
conservation groups. The mountain bikers say bikers should instead focus on
working with interest groups and lawmakers to negotiate. The mountain bikers
prefer to move the boundaries of wilderness areas to allow bikes on trails.

10 “Wilderness is the first time we as a species decided to put the needs of nature
above the needs of man,” said Ashley Korenblat. She is the owner of a bicycling
tour company. . . . “We don’t need to ride our bikes everywhere.”

Excerpt from “Should mountain bikes be allowed in wilderness areas?” by Michelle L. Price.
Copyrighted © 2017. Associated Press. 129469:0517PF

Passage 2: Mountain bikes and wilderness don’t mix

by Howie Wolke

11 My first wolverine sighting in the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem happened on a
warm July afternoon in 2012. . . . In 21st century America, wolverines veer toward
the endangered species list.

12 Wolverines need wilderness to survive. That’s one reason that conservationists for
four decades have promoted wilderness designation for the DuNoir . . . .

13 Let’s be frank: Backcountry biking damages the land. Bikers often veer off trail
just to keep from crashing. . . . Because mountain bikers ride fast, they startle
wildlife more than hikers or horseback-riders do. . . . Speeding mountain bikers
also endanger horse-packers and hikers on steep trails. Let’s face it: Mountain
bikers need all that protective gear because they’re not always in control.

Glossary
designated: chosen for a special purpose

overreaching: going too far

regulation: rule made by an authority

bedrock: the idea on which a rule is based

political alliances: agreements between two groups to work together
toward similar goals
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14 Generally speaking, the place for mountain bikes is on roads, not in relatively
pristine backcountry. At this point in our history, I believe that public land
management should be about preserving wildness and doing what’s best 
for the land and wildlife. Recreation can adapt. Though some—certainly not
all—mountain bikers apparently view our public lands as outdoor gyms, that is
not their function.

Excerpt from “Mountain bikes and wilderness don’t mix” by Howie Wolke. This story was originally
published in High Country News (hcn.org) on February 4, 2014.
https://www.hcn.org/wotr/mountain-bikes-and-wilderness-dont-mix. Copyright © February 4,
2014 by High Country News.

678

Glossary
wolverine: an animal with shaggy fur that looks like a small bear

the DuNoir: an area of Wyoming known for scenic views and wildlife

pristine: pure and undamaged

public land management: care and control of land that is owned by the
public

1. Read this sentence from Passage 1.

“Lee says there’s no evidence that mountain bike tires cause any more erosion
than hikers do.” (paragraph 3)

What is the meaning of erosion as it is used in paragraph 3 of Passage 1?

A. drought

B. harm

C. pebbles

D. waste
16408
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2. This question has two parts. In the Answer Document, first, answer Part A. Then,
answer Part B.

Part A

Select two main ideas from Passage 1.

A. More people are interested in mountain biking.

B. People can ride mountain bikes in limited places.

C. Bans on mountain bikes in wilderness areas should be reconsidered.

D. Mountain bikes provide people with easier access into hard-to-reach 
areas of the wilderness.

E. Solutions related to mountain biking in wilderness areas can be found if
people work together.

Part B

Select two details that support the answers in Part A.

A. “It would allow bikers to join hikers and horseback riders in those scenic,
undisturbed areas.” (paragraph 1)

B. “They help people move about.” (paragraph 5)

C. “He is with the Wilderness Society.” (paragraph 6)

D. “Rowsome said that only about 10 to 12 percent of all U.S. public lands are
protected under the Wilderness Act.” (paragraph 7)

E. “The mountain bikers say bikers should instead focus on working with interest
groups and lawmakers to negotiate.” (paragraph 9)

16401
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3. This question has two parts. In the Answer Document, first, answer Part A. Then,
answer Part B.

Part A

Which idea could be supported by both passages?

A. Protecting the land should be the primary concern of government.

B. Mountain bikers are concerned that changing the law might be too
difficult.

C. Mountain bikers have access to other places where their bikes are less
harmful to the land.

D. Opening wilderness areas to mountain biking would lead to other
mechanical devices being allowed on trails.

Part B

Select two sentences, one from each passage, that support the answer in 
Part A.

A. “They have introduced a new bill.” (Passage 1, paragraph 1)

B. “But conservationists say allowing the bicycles will alter the character of
those spaces.” (Passage 1, paragraph 6)

C. “‘We don’t need to ride our bikes everywhere.’” (Passage 1, paragraph 10)

D. “Because mountain bikers ride fast, they startle wildlife more than hikers or
horseback-riders do.” (Passage 2, paragraph 13)

E. “Let’s face it: Mountain bikers need all that protective gear because
they’re not always in control.” (Passage 2, paragraph 13)

F. “Generally speaking, the place for mountain bikes is on roads, not in
relatively pristine backcountry.” (Passage 2, paragraph 14)

16403
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4. How does the author of Passage 2 make a connection between his wolverine
sighting and the issue of allowing mountain bikes on trails?

A. He explains that wildlife can frighten mountain bikers easily and cause
accidents.

B. He suggests that mountain bikers damage the wilderness some species
need to survive.

C. He suggests that it is necessary to keep people away from animals in their
natural habitats.

D. He explains that mountain bikers often go off trail and this can cause
wildlife to leave the area.

16405

5. What does the word veer mean as it is used in paragraph 13 of Passage 2?

A. explore

B. park

C. reach

D. turn
16402
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Writing Prompt

8. Should the use of mountain bikes be allowed in wilderness areas?

Write a multi-paragraph response that explains whether the use of mountain
bikes should or should not be allowed in wilderness areas. Include information
from the passages that provides reasons and evidence that support your point
of view. Use information from both passages to support your response.

As you write your response, be sure to:

• Review the passages
• Create clear, organized paragraphs
• Draw information from both passages
• Use evidence from the passages to support your point of view
• Pay attention to the grammar, structure and mechanics of your sentences

Be sure to include

• An introduction
• Information from the passages to support your point of view
• A conclusion

Write your multi-paragraph response in the space provided in the 
Answer Document.

16406






